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2020 joins 2018 and 2019 to complete the trio of exceptional

vintages in Bordeaux.



Years, or decades from now, when we begin to consume the wines from the 2020 Bordeaux vintage,

we will be reminded of the events of the year and the pandemic that impacted each of us in so many

ways. While it was difficult for us to discuss anything else but Covid-19 in 2020, the vineyards paid no

attention to the global pandemic. It was business as usual for the vines in 2020, and as we move

forward from this period in history, we are being treated to what will likely be remembered as the 3rd

chapter in the strongest consecutive trio of vintages that Bordeaux has ever seen (2018/19/20). The

last time we saw three consecutive vintages with this degree of quality was the stunning trifecta of

1988/89/90. There is hope that many years from now we will remember this vintage for its greatness,

and not just the circumstances that surrounded it.  

The 2020 vintage is the final piece of the puzzle that perfectly fills the hole left by 2018 and 2019.

2018 brought us dark, opulent, and hedonistic wines; 2019 followed with wines of finesse and purity,

and 2020 will be remembered for its depth and structure. Despite their differences, all three vintages

share the common trait of being extremely high in quality. It is too early to say which vintage will

emerge as the strongest, but it is also not necessary to make this judgement as each vintage will be

appealing for different reasons at different stages in its development. 

As was the case last year, we were unable to travel to Bordeaux to sample the wines En Primeur.

Instead, we tasted a small selection of barrel samples that provided us with a glimpse into each

appellation. This knowledge, combined with many conversations with our friends in Bordeaux, led us to

the conclusion that 2020 is again a vintage worthy of consideration. We focused our purchases on

premium Chateaux whose wines we know well, and on highly rated properties that overperformed

their pricing.  

We were thrilled with the overall quality from our small series of tastings, and Chateau Fleur Cardinale

(St. Emilion) and Domaine de Chevalier (Pessac-Leognan) stood out as leaders in their respective

flights. This year we also took the special opportunity to purchase the stunning value Chateau

Marjosse from Bordeaux Superieur. This property is owned and managed by Pierre Lurton, of Cheval

Blanc and Chateau d’Yquem. We are offering Marjosse by the case (12) at a special price of $20 per

bottle ($240 per case). 
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Every good vintage is defined by the weather. The best winemakers in the world can still be held hostage

by climactic events that are out of their control, just as lesser winemakers can be made to look great in

vintages with textbook conditions. 

The weather in 2020 can be defined as a series of “extremes”. The winter was overwhelmingly warm,

with only 6 nights that dropped below 0 degrees Celsius. The winter also saw record rainfall, which

would play a crucial role later in the summer. Spring was unusually mild, with isolated hail and frost

events that impacted yields for some producers. Due to the extremely wet and warm winter, flowering

took place nearly 2 weeks early for most producers. June and July were both incredibly hot, with very little

rainfall. August followed with much-needed mid-month rains that relieved the draught pressure many

were beginning to feel. Harvest for red and white grapes began nearly 2 weeks earlier than average,

and took place under ideal conditions until early October rains caused trouble for later ripening parcels

of Cabernet Sauvignon. 

2020 is being considered an extremely strong right bank vintage. The right bank vineyards of St. Emilion

and Pomerol typically feature a very high percentage of clay in their soils. Clay plays the crucial role of

retaining water and feeding the vines during incredibly dry periods, of which 2020 had many. This led to

concentrated and ripe wines with great freshness, the perfect recipe for long-term cellar potential. 

Many compared the juicy and soft wines of 2019 to the highly regarded 2009’s from a decade ago, and

similarly, 2020 is drawing comparisons to the structured and firm 2010 vintage that followed. We believe

the wines of 2020 will provide also excellent long-term cellaring, and as evidenced by how well the 2010

wines are currently performing, these wines may provide 25+ years of potential. 

Although the narrative of the vintage is that right bank is the star of 2020, many left bank red wines were

also extremely strong. Pessac-Leognan should not be overlooked, as stunning wines were produced by

Domaine de Chevalier, Smith Haut-Lafitte, Pape Clement, Haut Bailly, Les Carmes Haut Brion, and our

favourite value, Latour Martillac.

There is no shortage of stunning wines on the Right Bank to consider, and this year it is easy to find value

in St. Emilion properties like Fonbel, Mangot and Tour St. Christophe. This is also a great year to consider

the wines of Castillon Cotes du Bordeaux, next to St. Emilion. One of the top value right bank wines of

the vintage is the delicious Domaine de l'Aurage, owned and managed by the Mitjavile Family of Tertre

Roteboeuf fame. 



While 2020 was an excellent year for red wines, it was only average for whites. We have selected a few

standout white wines that performed very well in 2020. We have also selected a small amount of Barsac

and Sauternes,, and while this will not rank among the best vintages for sweet wines, it was certainly

strong enough to merit consideration.

We remain at your disposal to answer any questions about our Bordeaux Futures program and the 2020

vintage. Please contact us at bordeaux@rhwines.ca with any questions. 


